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The Power of Self-Belief: How Academic
Self-Concept and Motivational Beliefs Affect Student
Achievement

By Lani Wright

“Whether you think you can, or you think you can't–you're right.”
— Henry Ford

Self-belief is the key to unlocking your full potential in any aspect of life, from school and work

to sports and relationships. As the saying goes, "believe in yourself and you can achieve

anything." This statement holds true as self-belief has a significant impact on self-motivation.

Without confidence in your abilities, you may struggle to find the drive needed to start or

succeed in any endeavor. Therefore, cultivating a strong sense of self-belief is paramount to

achieving success and fulfilling your potential.

Academic self-concept, which can be defined as “one’s beliefs about their academic ability,”

plays an important role in students’ future academic achievement. In a study published in

scientific journal, Neuroscience, the neuroanatomical substrates that underlie academic

self-concept were examined in 92 school-aged children via MRI. Results revealed a significant

positive correlation between academic self-concept and achievement one year after the

assessment.

Even high achieving undergraduate medical students are not exempt from the influence of

motivational beliefs and emotions on academic achievement. A qualitative study published in

Medical Teacher found that internal motivation and expected examination results are key drivers

of high academic performance. These findings suggest that even students who have achieved a

high level of success may benefit from focusing on their motivational beliefs and emotional

states to continue excelling.
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Similarly, a study that examined non-cognitive predictors of academic achievement found that

self-belief constructs like self-efficacy, confidence, and educational aspiration were the best

predictors of individual-level student achievement in mathematics. These findings underscore

the importance of students' judgments about their own abilities and future selves, and suggest

that fostering a strong sense of self-belief may be key to unlocking academic success.

As educators, we hold a great responsibility to not only impart knowledge but also to inspire and

motivate our students. This is a powerful message to teachers as well: show that you believe in

your students and they will perform better. Communicate positive expectations to students by

using encouraging words. It is important to give every student, regardless of external

circumstances, the opportunity to excel by giving each student the same encouragement and

motivation. By doing so, we can empower our students to reach their full potential and achieve

academic success. Remember, by believing in yourself and others, you can make a positive

impact that extends far beyond the classroom walls.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1041608018300827#:~:text=They%20are%3A%20home%20possessions%2C%20parental,strong%20predictors%20of%20mathematics%20achievement.

